History of The Emanuel
by Dr. R. Leonard Kemler

On a cold February day in 1919, a group of young
men met on a street corner on the east side of Hartford to
discuss the formation of a new synagogue. They envi-
sioned the establishment of a congregation prepared to
accept modern interpretation of age-old ethics and
observances that, nonetheless, retained the spiritual
beauty and appeal that for so long had been an integral
part of their religious being. The names of the individuals
who laid the philosophical groundwork for what was to
become, in 1919, Hartford's newest synagogue, were
dutifully recorded in the oldest docurnents to be found in
the archives of The Emanuel Synagogue:

Louis H. Katz, Louis E. Kemler, Louis Y. Gaberman,
Max M. Epstein, Max Blumenthal, David T. Weinerman,
Barney Rapaport, Herman P, Koppleman, Walter
Beatrnan, and Saul Berman.

Also recorded was the first slate of officers for the
newly established congregation, originally known as Bnai
Israel Congregation, later to be changed to The Emanuel
Synagogue to avoid confusion with Bnai Israel Congrega-
tion of New Britain: President: Walter Beatman_ Ist Vice-

President: Saul Berman, 2nd Vice-President: Barney
Toretsky, Treasurer: Louis E. Kemler, Recording Secretary:
David T. Weinerman.

Initially, informal services were held in an orthodox
synagogue on Winthrop Street. Later Talmud Torah Hall
on Pleasant Street provided a more formal setting for
prayer. Both buildings have since been demolished. Rabbi
Leon Spitz, an ordained rabbi from the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, was engaged to assist the members
of Connecticut's first conservative congregation. A Chap-
lain on leave from the United States Army, Rabbi Spitz,
under the auspices of the Jewish Welfare Board, devoted
most of his time to organizational duties.

The need for a permanent home for the congregation
became clear, and $30,000 was raised for the purchase of
the North Methodist Church on North Main Street. The
new synagogue was dedicated in 1920, the same year in
which a large tract of land was purchased in Wethersfield
to serve as a cemetery. It was also in 1920, that Rabbi
Abraham Nowak came to The Emanuel as its first full-
time spiritual leader (1920-1922). Under his direction, a







